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CLINTON BRIDGE
. Ihe flrst brld.ge acrsgs tJre $haen of the Paesals Fall.s vas
placecl there by Tlnothy B. 6rane' owner of the property around.
tne Pasealc Fa]ler on geptenber 70, L82|f. Crane na'ned lt the
trCllnton Brld,gea, dfter De-sltt Cltnton of Hew Iorko

Oa thls eane day San Patch nad.e a leap froa the rocka nearly
7O foet htgb lnto tbe basln belorr Sam reselved. conetderable
publlclty f,or ble blgh Junplqg and. letsr trled liilagara Fallc &nd.
Genesee Fallo. On Sovenber 6r 1829 he Junped fron Senesee FaLlE
fron a helght of ovor ono bund,red. feet and. on Sovenber Lr, 1829
nad,o & Juep of 12O feet whlcb turned out, to be b,lc last, for San
ras d,ead when he roEe to tha surfaee of thE lator"
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PASSAIG FALLS BRIDGHS

by
E.M. Graf

No part of Paterson holds a Eor€ lnterestlng past then d.oes the
eectlon around. the Passalc t 'alls. A conplete record. of events near
the 8411e would flLl Eeny boolre.

the flret r€cord. knowa of rhlte Ben t,o vlelt the Falle ls elven
ln an account of tvo Labad.lst mlsslonarleE ln &arch 1680, wb.o-rlth
an Ind.lan guldle cane up the Paesalo RlvEr to the present clty of
Paoealc and then on foot to tha Falls. It 1g gulte posslble that
others had. eeca tbe Fal].s before thle, for the Aequackanonts tract
Tas aosured. frm the Ind.lans ln Aprll l678rand probably sone of ttre
patenteas were gver tb.e ground. whlch extend.ed up to the Falls.

Bbe basln F&E the happy huntlng ground.s for the Ind.lans uho cane
here t,o flsh, fOr at tlmes the baeln was thleh, wlt,b flsh of all
Llnd,s. Durlng tbe sparnl4g s€ason large ntrmberE of thad and tha
9turgeonr trF to 2OO pounde have bEen reeordeArrould. lsave the ocean
t,o oparn ln fresh water, and not be1n6 ablE to paos up above the
Falle rould. mass together ln great nrrnberE ln the bagln. SarJ-y
accounte say that ths Indlans could plck all they want,ed. out of the
water fron ttrelr carloegc

fhe wond,ere of the Fa1ls rae advertlsed by Abrahan Godwln 1n tha
Ner Xorh nerspap€rs as aarl,y es 1??O ln whlch he stated. that he ran
a stagc fron, Parles Hook to the FaU"s and. also nalntalned a good.
Inn nearbyolt wae eonsld.ere<l qulte a wqnderful spot to vlslt untLl
the Nlagana Fall-B ras mad.e avallabLe to vleltors by easler nod.ee of
transportatlon. ,

In thlg short report of tbe Falls 1t ls lntend.ed. to glve a ebort
reeord of the brldcee thrown across the Chasm.

tsy deod of Aug[st 14, Lg?fl tbe property ?Togaq the F'a114 eagle
tnto-tlre hanils of- Tlnothy B. Cre,ne, rho lnnedlately set t,o vork, of
placln6 a brldge acroee the Chasn and'lnprovglng. the-grounde for
ileltoig. Se also bullt^.a bulldlng for refresSnents vhlch for nanSl
yeers rai tsnown ae tbe trcot,tage 

-oi lhe cLlff.n
- The brld.ge wae placod,-aeross tlrs Chasn on,9eptEnber tArL9?T, but
vas not coupl-etecl and opened, to the publlc f,or soBe nontha later.-

Ee na,Bed. ihfe flrst, Uifage over th6 Ohasq ihe u0llnton Bqldge!
belng a great adnlrer of Dc fltt Cllnton of ltletr Iork"Crane held the
Xdit; grEuad.s untl1 1859, wb,en lt ras eold. to Feter Arohdeacon.

Arcf,d.eacon creatlr Gproved the property and' placed' the second
br1d6e over the-Chaed tn 1844. fhls brldge e-omelrhat stuell,ar to ttre
flrsf, but d.ld not bave the aroh sbaln at ihe bottm.

the property next caII6 lnto the-hands-gf John Ryl€ rlo pLae-etl
the thirdl-brrhge. thle ras a paneled Plldqg' oPgn^1t tbe toPr_ t{9.
flrgt tro brldg6e belng covered oy€r. AlL three brldgeo tero bu1Lt,
of wood.

fbls brtd.s,e remalnecl untll lt, rae deoLared. uneafe by Sr RyIe
ln ltarch 1866. Ir Ryl,e stated. that tbe brldge would be ropl$9| by
an lron brldge and bpen so that not t,o blde a vler t,o the Fallg.

The flret-lron, and fourth brlilge to crose the Ohaen wao pLaced
there July 2, 1858, and rae elgb,ty-31ve^ f-eet_1on6, a,nd',ses^bul1t by
tlre ffateol Afirenfne Conpan;y, bui.Ld.ers of tbe Poet patent brldges.
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lhls brld,ge renalned trntll tbo presant, or flftb brld.ge f,&6 6ot, ln placa dlurlng
1888 and uas opon€d to the plbLlc fur Doeenber 1888, thls brlelge lc 125 feet lon6.

8or Eant lr€ars lt ras tho aauasa€at, oantor of thlg Eactlonr I{orE flreworka
were f,lrst- cl-leBlayed by Crene ln L829r andt for nant y6ars tbe 4th of July dXeplays
nere eeLebratoel fron tho FalLg. Iany thougand,s can€ fron f,ar to rltness Erany a
tlgbt rope raLkcr rho rould saLk fron tha brldge to trorrlE tsountaln over tho bacln
rlth oyer one bundreel feet of alr be].os tb€nr llanf rlsked. thglr llvcg Juupl4g_fron
tbe brld.ge and a fer wEre kll}aiL ln the attcnptrtbe bal,Loon "Queen of the Alr" r*s
eant u.p f,rom tba Falls anrl 1and,cd, near Elghtb ayenu€ et Slxtgrthlrd otr€et,r$er tork
oR Augus& 6, 185S"

Ie w&s a f tne plaee, awruffisr sr w$.n6mtr, fmr m
posstbly som€one wtt'h & 15-e&3"e m 1v*"m pr*&e wtl
baeh ln fi, e ond"ltlon lt da ssrv& so

ysgf{. bu& bM,agr*- Wffigde
,bqls burn &h$.e Lnber*se*ng mp*&
/

s[c ffiffi

tPu"f*frgr$--*.,e
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