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THE GREAT NOTCH INN 
by Edward M. Graf 

Piaget's Inn - Great Notch c. 1880

After early settlers took over their lands in the back country, their first 
concern was for better means of transportation. Earliest transportation was on 
foot or horseback by old Indian trails, where wagons could not travel in order 
to get iron ore, lumber and produce from the farms to the Passaic River at 
Acq uackanonk Landing, where sailing ships could carry these products to the 
market. 

One early road came through the Notch, then along the Valley Road 
to what is now known as Van Houten Avenue, which went directly to 
Acquackanonk Landing. 

Drivers transporting the iron ore from the mines of northern Jersey, 
complained of the Jack of places along the route where they could stop to 
rest, eat and often 'lay over' for the night on their slow arduous passage over 
these bad roads. 










