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On January 4n 1977, Miss Helen
D,,  Hamil ton of f ic ia l ly  assumed. her
dut ies as Directcr  of  the Passaic
County Histor ical  Society at
Lambert  Cast le,  Thus began the
f i f ty- f i rst  year in the hist ,ory
of the Soc j-ety o anC thus begins
a new era "  This is e t ime of
rededicat ion to the Tlr inc ip les
upon which the Society was
found,ed and to reaff irrn the
bel- iefs of  those rrho preceCed
rrs. The twenty founding members
urho j oined tcgether haC one
purpose-- to Ci l igent ly str ive to
preserve a srnal l  T:art  cf  yes ter-
day that we today might pass i t
on to the chi lCren of tomorrow.

f  n an ef  f  cr t  tc share our
heri tagre with area museurns,
i tems from the Society '  s co 1lec-
t ions are being Cus ted of  f  and
placeC on loan for exhibi t ion
purposes, Both the Hamil ton-
Van Wagoner } Iouse (CI i f  ton) and
Van Riper-FIopper }Iouse tWayne)
have furni ture f rom the passaic
County Histor ical  Society.
Obsclete Cisplay cases have been
disrnant lec,  r€moving the c luLtered
look in some of the rooms. stat ic
displays are being changeC to

Frovide educat icnal  exhibi ts that
wi  11 inspire v i  s i  tors to return
more frequent ly to the rnuseum,
Frograms of  interest  to the g:eneral
membership are being planned. A
new brochure en the Sociely is
being pr inted, Next on the agenda
is to organize the l ibrary so we
wj- 11 have a proper fac i l  i ty
avai lable f  or  scholars anC
researchers,

The Board of  Trustees'  goal
is to make the Pas saic County
Histor ical  Society an eCucat ional
and service organ Lzat, ion f  or the
county, but to do thiS we need

lrour help,
f  f  you bel ieve in the Soc iety ,

i f  you bel ieve in what the Board
of Trustees is doing, i f  you
bel ieve that we have f inal ly come
of age, and rnust or ient .  our
programs toward the cofilmunity,
then we ask that you show your
support  in any way possible,  be
i t  f  inancial  n volunteer t i rne,
knowledge, or equipment ( tax
deduct ib le i  .

Despi te the energy crunch,

the gas shortag e ,  sky*rocket ing
oi l  and coffee pr ices,  anC more
taxat ion,  1977 cani lot  help but
be a banner l rear ior  the Passaic
County Fl istor ical  Scciety,



srs.ryEq3'.s_. REFqry H
I Ie len D. Hamil ton

I t '  s  been a busy t ime at  Larnbert
Cast le the past few months anC I 'd
l ike to focus orl s orne of the things
that have been going or l  ,  The f i rst
prcject  has been to get the of f ice
in working order.  I t  had become a
veri table o'durnp- junk" room so there
was a lot  cf  c lear ing out to d.o --
nothing has been thrcwn out,  just

merely put in staragre. Al though
t lre off ice is i low t iCy i t  lcoks a
bi t  sad. for  i t  needs some plaster

r, , rork,  several  good. coats of paint r"
and carpet ing to cover the ?radlY

cracked and. mis s ing-t i  le f  loor ingi  . -

Al l  th is wi l l  come in t ime anC then

i t  wi l l  be a pleasant room in which

to work and. receive v is i - tors FE a

real  credi t  to the Histor ical
Scc iety.

One of the fortunate thi l :gs
that has happened to rne since I
began working at  the Cast le has
been to obtain a rnarvelous
secretary.  She is Barbara Batel  ,
a student at  Wi l l iam Paterscn
Co1leg, e,  ma j  ar ing in Elementary
ECucat ion,  Barbara is in the

off ice on Mondays and Fr iCays and
puts in a few hours on SaturCaYS
wt:en needeC. f  n addi t ion to CoinE
the secretar ia l  work,  s?:e is

establ ishing a resource f  i le anC
handl ing the mernlcership l ist .
Earhara started wcrking for the
Soc iety when I  d id,  so she has

been an imaginat ive helper in

organiz ing the of  f  ice .  I  d on '  t
th ink I  coulC have achieveC what

f  have without her.
Short ly af ter  Earbara and I

began wcrk,  w€ were fortunate to

cbtain twc excel  lent  volunteers ,
who are Fract  ical ly fu l l - t ime
workers,  SanCra Otto and VirEinia
Reid.  SanCra is supervis ing the
ins ta l l -at ion cf  the new exhibi t
in the lttlcKinley - llobart R.oom.

{Fcr Cetai ls ot l  the exhibi t  see
page 3,  col ,  1")  Also,  she and I
are t fy ing to organize a museum
intern prcgram far stuCents "who

wi l l  help us catalogue anC inver l -
tcry the Society 's col lect icns
anC do ex?: ib i ts.  Complement ing
these ef  fcr ts o VirEinia has been
cclrcentrat ingr on arranEing a
lecture ser ies o some concerts o
possible tours for  the members
and other cui tural  events.

For those of  you interes teC
in genealogy, Flease note that
John Lord n a student at  Fair le iqh
Dickinson, is harC at  work in the
seconC f loor genealogy room on
Saturd&ys, Sundays, anC scme
ThlrrsCay evenings answering the
mai l  we receive request ingr
gienealogy inf ,ormation. By
appointrnent,  he is avai lable ta
essist  anyone whct wishes to use
this valuable resource of  the
Society.  John is so conlmit teC
tc th is volunteer posi t icn that
he even made a special  t r ip tc
New York City tc fol lcw up on
a fami ly narne he couldn' t
locate in our f i les.

Cur regiular Lan'rbert. Castle
guides :  Virginia Peterson o Mdrie
Smith,  Jcsephine Vecchione, and
Mr. and Mrs.  FreCerickson have
been on duty as usua' l  gyeet ing
vis i tors anC. seeingi  that  a l l  runsi
smoothly r,rrhen the mitseum is open.
SunCay is a very buslr  day with
c lose to 400 vis i tors comingi  to the
museum one balmy Sunday several
weeks agio, With this manlr people
ccming in and out i ts harC to keep
track of everyone but wlth Dona1d
LoLz, a new volunteer,  lenCing
a hanC everything is wel l  unCer
control  when the crowds arr ive.
DonqlC is part icular ly interesteC
in history n and was a f requent
vi  s i t ,cr  to the Cas t l -e be f  cre
he began as a volunteer,

ft is grand. to have the
volunteers we dc bui we can always
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use more assista: :ce.  Tl :ereforc,
inc luCed. rnr i th this is sue of

is a quest ionnaire

to which we hope every member wi l l
g ive thoughtful  consicerat iCIn anc
return tc u.s* I t ,  i -s only by
let t inE us know of your special
i -nt ,eres ts and t  a lent,s that we c en
have a better society for  a l l  the
members.

I  ai l1 in the of f  ice Monday -
Fr iday f rom 10 :00 a.  orn.  to 4:00 F.rR.
and I  s incerely hope that many of
you wi l l  come to the Cast le to
say "hel lo 'or l  f f  E can be of  assis-
ta: :ce to you in any way please dc
not hesi tate to cal l ,  and do
rerftember that ycur ideas and
suggest ion s are always welccrne
and needed.,  This is your Society
and I  hcpe you wi l l  make i t  a
vi ta l  organizat ion through your
act  ive part ic ipat ion in al l
espects cf  i ts  programs anC
even ts .

VICTCRIANVIGNETTES-Aldew
Exhibi t  at  Lambert  Cast, le

"Victor ian Vigrnettes n '  is  the
t i t le of a new exhibi t  tc cpen in
the McKinley-Ilcbart Roorn at the
t. ime of the Soc iety '  s annual
meet ing,  Wednesday, AFri l  27.
3n an ef fcr t  to display manlr  of  the
Socj-etyn s art i iact ,s:  that  have beer l
in s torage ,  the exhib i t  wi 11 c ons i  s t
of  f  our smal l  scen es represent ing
l i fe at  the turn of  the century,
These vignet. tes,  centereC on the
dai ly l i fe of  a man, woman, chi lC,
and servant in the late 1800's -
ear ly 1900 '  s ,  wi  11 depict  t l re era
in which Lhe Cast le was bui l t  and
the per ioC cf  i ts  use as a hcme.

The exhihi t  is being arrangied
by nine Mcntclair  State Cal lege
stud.en'bs rnrho wi l l  receive cou.rse

crecl i t  fcr  their  wcrk,  fhey are
being supervised by vorunteers,
sandra ot to anc virginia Reic.

Envis ionec as t i :e f  i rst  of  r f tany
changing exhib i ts to be ins ta l lec
in the lt{cKinley-}Icbart Roo* ,
"v ictcr ian v ignet, tes, '  represent.s ar1
effcr t  hy tne scciety ta create
vi ta l  anc ecucat icnal-  c isplays in
t} :e museum for the pecple af
Passaic ccunty.  The exhibi t  wi l l
be up for ahaut s ix rnonths so tc
recapture the i - i  fe c f  a by-Eone era ,
Bring yor-lr family enc fr iend.s to
the cast re and see the cl :angies that
are lakinE p3-ace.

SanCra Otto

UKRATNTAN EAST'ER. ?RADITTONS

A special  Eastes display
cf  ar t i facts asscciated with
Ukrainian Easter cus toms wi l l
be on view unt i l  Apr i l -  30*
The ex?: ib i t  has been pianned
by the Fas saic and Bergen
County Eranch l-B of the lJkrai  -
nian Nat icnal Wome3l '  s LeaEue
of America,

On thie SunCays before and
after Easter there were demori*
strat ions of  the tecl :n. ique cf
paint inE the Eas ter egiEs . '

This exhihi t  may he seer: '
Cur ing regiular mus€um hours,

RENEW YOUR. MEIVIBERSTII P

rTernbers wha have nc'L rerrernrerf
their  mentJrership for  Lgrr  wi i - I  he
tajcen of f  t } :e membership l is t  in
June i f  their  Cues are not F€-
ceived by June l -  ,  r  f  che Passaic
County } l is tor ical  $cc i  ety i  s tc
funct ion as a f  inanc ia l ly  sound
business then we cann*t  af fcrc i
tc senC mei l inEs tc t l :ose w*l :c:  ic
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nct pay du€s. Enclosed with th is
copy of S"ng.Hfre_Irr*$g is a dues
notice i f  you are not paid utr) to
Cat,e. Start inE this yeer mernJrership
wi l l  be val iC for one yeer f rorn
t l re month you j  o ined, Please
cal l  the Director i f  you have
eny quest icns,

}'4sph.gg,f; h, frp,,.[g F.gs q H ] P F- t

TECTI.IRES SER.IES ON AMERTCAN CULTIIRE
TN T}18 NTNETEENTH CENTURT

fn conjunct ion wi th the Society 'n
new exlr ib i t ,  "Victor ian Vign*tees" r
a ser ies of  s l ide lectures ere
planneC for al ternat ing Wednesday
evenings in May anC '}une, The
programs wi l l  be held at  8:00 p.m.
in the Bal l room of Lambert ,  Cast le.
The topics ,  speakers and d ates ere 3

WednesC*y, l{ay 4 ; i l  Victorian
Inter iors and Restorat ion by Lucy
I '  lemeng,

WeCnesday, May 1S -  Popular Music
of  the 19th Centuryr Stephen Foster
to Scott  Japi in by i r i&r j  or i  e
O'Shaughnessy and FreC Branch"

Wednesd*yrJunel-American
Peint ing of the 19th Century by
Marion Schiebel  ,

The prograrn on May I wj-l l  includ.e
tape recorCed music of  the per iod.
Thre lectures are free and. open to
the publ ic.  There is ample parki*go
good l ight ing,  and pol ice protect ion
so ventur ing out to the Cast le cn a
werrn spr ing evening should not deter
anyoh€.

Regular
Family
Sus ta in ing

$ 5.00
7.50

10.00
Contr ibut ing 25.00

Museum Hoursr wed. r  Fr i .  l :oo E 4145
Sat" & Sun. 11:00 -  4:45

!  , i  i '  
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The Cast1el iF,p is publ ished, ' , -Spr i r rg,  ,
Surnmer, Autgmn and Winter for
rnembers of  the Society,  .1 ,
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